
 

 

March 4 – Quiz Bowl @ HMS 

 

 

March 6 – PTA Meeting – 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

March 8 – Interim Reports Distributed 

 

 

March 24 – HMS Art Show @ Walters  

                    Museum of Art 

 

 

NEWS FROM GRADE 6 

 

Grade 6 students participated in a Team Building Day. During this 

day (1) Students created an “I Belong” Hereford Bull picture 

detailing awesome facts about their lives. Copies of the Bull were 

used for a collage in the hallways (2) Students searched for 

appropriate Valentine’s Day poems or sayings. They brightened 

someone else’s day by making a card that was delivered to 

elderly adults in local nursing homes. Message were sincere and 

positive (3) Students participated in a Basketball Challenge. How 

many shots in 30 seconds can they make from the foul line? There 

were nine kids per team. They were divided up so that three at a 

time were in action. Our three teams competed and had a 

wonderful time cheering on their teammates.  

 

NEWS FROM GRADE 7 

 

All 7th grade students will have the opportunity to attend our spring 

field trip to Medieval Times. This field trip will take place on May 23. 

Students will be engrossed in the customs and cuisine of the middle 

ages. More information will be distributed late this month.  

 

NEWS FROM GRADE 8 

 

All students in the 8th grade will participate in our “Bulls at the Bay” 

events. Your child will go canoeing on one of the selected dates. 

Students will have the chance to silk screen their own “Bulls at the 

Bay” t-shirt. All 8th graders will also travel to Bunker Hill where they 

will rotate through science-related hands-on activities on or 

around the Gunpowder River.  While at Bunker Hill, students will visit 

our “Congrats” station where they will receive recognition for their 

hard work for the year.  

 

On June 10, all 8th graders will also have the opportunity to 

participate in one more fun event. Students will spend the day at 

Dave & Buster’s. Students will get to play games while they 

socialize with their friends for one last time as a grade.  

 

Additional information will be sent home later regarding these 

events.  
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FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

• 6th GRADE: 

 

Sixth graders have some mighty BIG feelings! Learning coping skills to deal with these feelings is 

just as important as any academic skill. Sometimes, as parents, (and other caring adults), we 

rush to fix uncomfortable feelings. When we do this, it deprives our children of the opportunity to 

experience and work through the discomfort. Learning coping skills to deal with emotions is 

essential to developing resilience and managing stress. 

 

During the month of March, I will be in the classrooms working with our 6th graders to talk about 

different types of coping strategies as they continue to navigate new situations and stressors. 

While all students will have the opportunity to learn some new skills, if your 6th grader is 

experiencing an especially difficult time, please reach out and let me know.  

 

Ms. Vicky Shields, 6th Grade Guidance Counselor 

vshields@bcps.org 

 

 

• 7th GRADE: 

 

I am in the process of meeting with the 7th graders individually to review their 6 year plan. In our 

6 year plan meeting, we are reviewing the Career Clusters that your student scored the highest 

in and also talking about his/her goals for the future. I am also showing your student more about 

how to use Naviance which is a fantastic online tool. All BCPS students are assigned individual 

accounts in the 7th grade and will utilize Naviance throughout their senior year (as long as they 

stay enrolled in a BCPS school).  

 

Additionally, in March, I will be in the classrooms working with our 7th graders to talk about 

different types of coping skills that they can use as they continue to navigate the challenges of 

being adolescents in the complex world of today. If you ever need to reach out, please feel free 

to contact me. 

 

Ms. Lilly Richardson, 7th Grade Guidance Counselor 

Lrichardson2@bcps.org 

 

 

• 8th GRADE: 

 

AVID interviews took place on February 28th along with a second interest meeting for those 

students who indicated they were interested in AVID on their high school registration forms. 

Applications were given out to those interested. Students who turned their applications in will 

have an interview scheduled in the future.  

 

Individual six year plan meetings have been taking place all month and are going great so far!! 

It’s always exciting to hear about all of my 8th graders future plans! Be on the lookout in your 



 

child’s Naviance account for a journal entry that describes our meeting and counselor 

recommendations.  

All 8th graders will have a coping skills lesson in March during one of their classes.  

 

Ms. Keleigh Kongkraphun, 8th Grade Guidance Counselor 

kkongkraphun@bcps.org 

 

 

  FROM THE HEALTH SUITE 

 

Flu season is in full swing! I’m sure that you have heard that Maryland is peaking it’s flu season, but,  

according to radio reports, it may last into May.  It’s never too late to get a flu vaccine. 

 

Please encourage your child to wash his/her hands frequently, use good cough hygiene (into upper 

sleeve or into a tissue), drink plenty of water and get adequate rest. Children with fevers of 100 

degrees or greater should remain home and be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 

Please feel free to call Ms. Kernan, our school nurse, with any health related questions.  

 

 

FROM THE PTA 

 

  Hello Parents, 

 

  Spring is right around the corner! Spring marks the last three months of the school year and what a busy time  

  it will be for the PTA. Our March PTA meeting will be held at 8 am in the teacher’s lounge, please join us if you 

  can! 

 

  We have several PTA sponsored events coming up in March, April, May and June. First and foremost, we  

  continue to support our students and teachers in a variety of ways, including Teacher Appreciation Week,  

  funding teacher and club requests and hosting end-of-year events.  

 

  The PTA will remain active in enriching the lives of our students through the last day of school.  Have you  

  thought about getting involved in the PTA, but were not sure how? Do you want to get more involved in the 

  education of your child and give input into decisions at school? Do you want to support the teachers and  

  administrators at Hereford Middle School? The PTA is a wonderful way to be meaningfully involved in the   

  culture and activities at Hereford Middle School. You become part of the wonderful team of educators,  

  administrators and involved parents at the school that are working to better the lives of our students. We are 

  actively seeking parents to be part of the Executive Board for the 2019-2020 school year. The good news, is 

  the PTA has developed a great foundation. As an Executive Board member, you could work with what is in  

  place, or create something new. We are here to help facilitate a smooth and seamless transition. If you  

  would like more information, please contact Savas Karas, at Savas@KarasFamily.org. We hope you take this  

  opportunity to get involved.  

 

  Savas Karas, President 

 

 

  HMS REMINDERS: 

  

  

  DROPPED OFF ITEMS:  Items will be placed in appropriate grade lunch baskets to be distributed to students  

  during their lunch shift. If your child has called you or is aware that an item is being brought in, it is the child’s  
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  responsibility to come to the office to pick it up. Please let your child know the estimated time you will be  

  dropping off the item, so they are aware when to pick the item up. Thank you for assisting in keeping 

  classroom interruptions to a minimum. 

 

  EARLY DISMISSALS:  If your child needs to leave school early for any reason, he/she needs to bring a note into 

  the receptionist’s desk in the front lobby in the morning before they go to homeroom. A pass will be issued for  

  their early dismissal. Students will show their classroom teacher the pass at time of dismissal, and then should 

  proceed to their locker and to the front office to await your arrival. Upon your arrival you will have to present 

  ID for verification and scanning. Please do not forward early dismissal and/or after school pick up  

  arrangement notes by email or fax unless you have contacted the front office and have been instructed to 

  do so.  

  

  CHANGE TO DISMISSAL:  Please remember that a note is requested whenever your child is changing their  

  afternoon pick up arrangements….this includes Parent Pick-up.   

 

 

  

 

 CLOSINGS, DELAYS, CANCELLATIONS, & POSTPONEMENTS: 

  

  With winter upon us, PLEASE take this time to review with your child what plans  

  you have in place if school is delayed or dismissed early due to inclement weather conditions.  This is also a  

  good time to review your Emergency Dismissal Plan.  All HMS after-school activities/clubs and the R.O.C.K.  

  program are also cancelled when schools close early.   

  

  Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio, television  

  stations, and other media including the Internet. 

  

 · BCPSNOW app 

 · BCPS Web Home Page links to page displaying emergency announcements 

 · The Education Channel, Comcast Cable Channel 73 or Verizon Channel 34 

 · BCPS Telephone Information at 443-809-5555 

 · Local radio and television stations 

  

  
ABSENCES: 

 

Any time a student is absent from school he/she needs to bring a note to the homeroom teacher upon returning to 

school. 

*OFFICIAL MSDE ATTENDANCE RULE: A full-time student must be present for at least 4 hours to be marked present for a full 

day. A full-time student must be present at least 2 hours to be marked half-day present. Full-time students present for less 

than 2 hours will be marked absent.  

 

 

AUTOMATED ATTENDANCE CALLING PROGRAM: 

Notification of Students’ Absences 

  

BCPS/Hereford Middle School has an automated calling system to advise you of your student’s absence from 

school. In the event that your student is absent from school, you will receive an automated telephone and/or 

email message advising of the absence.   

  

You only need to contact the school if you feel the absence is an error.   

 
 



Hereford Zone Robotics 
announce the 9th annual

STEM Summer Camps 
Explore lifting, driving, walking and sensor guided robots. 

Design robots to complete specified tasks. 

Build robots to participate in robotic competition. 

Program robots to operate autonomously and remote control 

the week includes:
 
Date: July 15-19, 2019

Level 1 robotics, grade 4-7
Level 2 robotics, grades 5-7

Vex metal robotics- grades 8-12
Maker Camp, grade 4-7 
(as of  2019-20 school year)

LOCATION: Hereford High School

go to our website for full details > clickHERE 

open to all kids- private/public school 

Full website at: hzr929.com  Contact: Chris Putnam- cputnam@bcps.org  

 Check out full camp descriptions on our website save $$ - Early bird registration by May 27th 

http://www.hzr929.com/camps.html
http://www.hzr929.com/


 
REACHING OUR COMMUNITIES’ KIDS 

“When I grow up, I want to be an example.”  
 

ZONE SPORTS! ZONE CLUB! 2019 
Register online: www.rockprogram.org 

 

Welcome to Reaching Our Communities’ Kids AFTER-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM.  
 

Our program work with students on the following: 

Academic studies  ~ Mentoring ~ Money Management ~ Visual Arts Program ~ Science Experiments ~ 

Basic Life Skills ~ Food Prep Skills ~ Career Enrichment Speakers 
 

CENTER HOURS: 2:00 P.M. - 6:30 P.M. MONDAY – FRIDAY 

         

           CENTER LOCATION: Cafeteria 

 

 

• THE ZONE SPORTS RATE: $5.00 per hour.  
[opportunity for students who are in after-school sports to have a safe place to 

stay and start their homework until practice or games begin or to stay after 

practices/games end.] 
 

• THE ZONE CLUBS RATE: $5.00 per hour.  
[safe location for students to attend before or after school clubs.] 

 

Must register online and pay registration fee prior to your child’s 

attendance to ROCK. (at: rockprogram.org, click “YOUR SCHOOL” tab, select school). 

  

Zone Club/Sports fees will be billed after services are rendered at the end 

of the month. 
 

 

     Executive Director: J. Kelvin Thomas [844] 653 – 1906 
Jthomas5@bcps.org 
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